MY EXPTRIFNCE WITH A HUGE STLVER-TIP GRIZILY DRIAR

By Ambrose Shurte

Over a period of time there waas a very large aii/or-tipred
grizzly bear that roamed the mountaing of Southarn ¢ . Farti-
cuierly in 4arfield County, but his trai) covered, ~i:7, the
movintains which lie between the Enst Fork and the Went i7TX Of
the Levier River and onto Fish Lale Moantain., He gid r=t confine
his range to the mountain tops. Frequent'ly his tracks w7re seen
down en the lower elevations. I once saw his tracke o hat we
cnled tha Poptvey Mot This NoE wiugc MaTow Pew'17 gri uPuhis

obhsorvation pear,  Frowm e poontaln VUl ey twelee L0000l 3
feot Mioh ke could, with high powered glarses, scan tihn ZCUniry
frcem Nevada on the west to kew Mexico on the east.

Mr. Grizely was the cowman's worst enemy because v ~reve
he havrened to lie, he never lacked for something to f£il1 his
telly. Be not only killed a critter when e needed foud, bt
he seemed to kill them ju st for the fun of it., DExzminason of
dead cattle showed that he would slap a co¢ on the head und
tr=ak her neck. One such cow had every bone on the cnz> sid
her heac broken.

Ins 1904 the Powell National Ferest was created. 7~Tris trok
in all of the mountain from the Boulder Top on the ea3r &0 the
rim of the mountain on the west, a distance of G“Pr_\4“‘“°lj
sixty miles. On May 4, 1904, I was appointed ranger. ith me
were other meri. One of these men was Joseph J. Porter. Sur
districtge jcined.

In my district, high up under the creat of the mountain at
the head of Twitchell Creek, on a branch of North Creek, there was
a emall reservoir known as Round W2llow Bottom. Refore I moved
dowmn cn*o$!v1tchq11_sp.¢uw I eieitid this reservair and saw thac
1t was leeking Ladly et-Lhe,onz e70C. Jrmatiated S rel Gas 8
very steep mountain side, and I knew that if this &am zhould give
way that the little flat on Twitchell Crecek where I citon cawped
would be buried under hundreds of tons of mnd, rock, vi lows, and
trees. Regardless of this I moved down and set up my tent,
hanging the guy ropes on the pegs I had used before. Had 1 been
camped there in 1907 when the reeervoir broke, I wculd have been
buried under tons of mud, rocks, willows, and trees,

Ranger Porter and 1 had agreed to meet on this zuall flat
on July 2, 1906. About noon he rode up to camp. As I went
about getting some dinner I told Porter of the leak in the
reservoir, and I suggested that we pull up the tent and move
out onto higher ground. Well, we didn't, Instead we grabbed
a hook and line and set out to catch a mess of fish, e yeturned
to camp about dark. When the fish were cleaned and oy night
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chores were done, we wade ready to roll in. Ranger PoTter, now
in his underwear, stcod out in front of the tent. 7 called to
me and said, "Brose, I just wish old Club-foot would T2 along.

"Woell, if he were to come, what would you do?" I agked,

“Brose, 1'd just leap upon his back ans take » ride.,

"Now listen, Joe, the sight of 0ld Brunon would =ZAL2 you
until your knees would crack and your whole physical Leing
would just akbout collapsc., 1I'd have to bathe your nea’ in ccld

water to Kecp you from having heart failure.”

Yo kiwow that T'n nct A c~wwrd,” ho santinued. LWy, I'G
leap on his back, clinch my fingers into the hair cos nis kack, and
away we'd go."

cur szddles with guns down were laid one on top i
the foot of the bed. 7The beds were behind the center 0
Porter wos 1n the front bed. We left a small wash pan ©
“ust inside the tent door. Hanging on the front po=t ware =/
two quarters of mutton. We rolled in and were soon 12 slymbior-
land--5ut not for long. I was awakened by the tent's larppiau
down into my face. I nudged Joe and told him what hal hzppen-2.
But he just gave me an off-handed answer, saying, "ZIrosz, let
me alcne and let's get a little sleep.”

SR

Yhen our visitor, Mr. Bear, had come from behind the tent,
he had pulled the two guy ropes off the peg. That was wny the
tent sagged orto my face. As yet I had not heard ary real
audible scunds, but I was nervous and couldn't feel easy.

After our night visitor had eaten our fish, he came and
stocd with his head right inside the tent door. I lockad up and
gaw him lapping the water from the pan. I nudged Port=r and
gaid, "Joe, there's a bear!" He raised up and saw the ~1@
ori1zziv's tace SOt souws feet fromhic. T Jddda't hare o tell
that "brave” man to cover up. He quickly coveret nis ! c¢ad with
quilts o tightly that he nearly suffocated. The old beoar paind
no attentiocn to either of us. He kept looking up at the=
mutton.

I said, "Joe, he's going to take my meat."”

In a smothered, trembling voice he answered, "Let him have
it.”

Well, the good-natured old fellow didn't take the meat. As
he stood there he opcned his mouth, which looked mighty big to
us, and with that long red tongue of his just licked his fac

off. _ .
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¥hen the old fellow decided to leave ua, he quietly walked
down the trail about forty yards and there stOTp”d cr the hback
pof the creek. He geemad in no hurry. Both of usg meih Werae 90
excited that we simply couldn't get our guns out oi tF2 “G3oLards,
¥le yanked and pulled at them, arnd when we finally ! A get them
out, <¢ach of us stood in the tent door and took a =hot aii him,
We missed him, but hit "Avunt Vesta's Ranch House.”

Next wmorning I reminded Joe that he had wisghed 7,14 Bruno
would come aleng. 1 said, “"Joe, do you remember tauinh vou wiched
for 1ast night? WwWhen your wish came true as sudden ./ é% youcrs
adld la=t night, what ailed you? You told me that y<u were no
coward. Qur good-natured old cowkiller came alondg, zrd all Fou
necded (o do was to hop upen his Lack and taks a ri-<. "

To~king 2: me very seriously, Mr. Porter pleacds?, "Rrose,
pleace don't tell the men down town about how my —ovrag2 failec
mo., I really thought 1 was no coward, but I tell vou & Was oo
cdarned scaresd that I wondered when I would get my hucoth baci,

snn” rv huix 1s still standing straioght upl*

Tae long night of fright was ended for Joe anl Trnse,

ihe final and last day of 1life for Clubficot, thuve monstar

Ggrizsiy hear, ceme to an end on March 15, 13.C. T=a l.nw ¥
of _wez3cn Lor this cewkiller had gene dowm tha stieon 2D 1«
€i1r. that nisht he visited the Ranger Poveer and =, s g

« = kY 1av -

Tov aead cettle. On one of his tours 2crecss the ooy

a T P, !
kitled s ‘xty cattle. Charley Rowan who lived in Zrinis ur ld
th . he killed thirty-six head for him in cne littles ol

<.
ar. ilis tixe he had ranged at will ard wnerover Yo wonl ns 170t
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J.‘.j.
Novw, whether these thirty-six were a part of the s xi -+ re=.

v

ds ret ¥now., He said that he feound one cow with »ov reed
o0 unaer the muld cut in the center of a2 shillow L %> apd
havt st 1oocesd like that bear just chased her ont wtc Cas 137
¥ Y12 r}nn neld hear hesd under the water untii s;- WaE Yeak
naver nee "4 of rims J.othesing a sheep herd.

Obvin~usly, there seems to com2 an end to most thiines
vhether they be good or bad. This was especially sn . .1 an
Varcn 16, 1917, the tables were turned on the cid cowhillet.
tI:+ j.ad gone down off the high mountiain rances o hilbernatle tor
the winter. He had located himself out seven or cighy p3les
west of Coyoto in a rough section of country that was c¢ovored
mostly with pinion pine and scrub cedar. At a leater date the
men who killed the bear found a large hole dug uniecr 2 t-ee.
They thought the bear had dug this hole in which to hivernzte for
the winter. He had lined it with cedar bark. They also
theorized that he had come out of hiding only a few Jays beffie
he was killed. )
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His first act after ](‘-'\"iﬁ"' his depr was to aat 'r\ll‘ the
Ilfb Sff o ~cu's boow em lLier witicea to the loin.  Thibt was
Lhe fivst indicatien the pen Tound fhar My, Rgar was ot The
o wan Eilled by the men.  They tlen went buck to L0W0 lor a
bear trap.

The next cay cbout ten o'clnck as they rode 110‘i Pole
Road, they spicd the oid (elicw en a ridge, Mt first Ehey
thought it was a Zuant tree sYump. In A few minutes, however,
ha vas off. #Ag 1 heve steabed, Lhe eounktry was very 7””"h~

Thrye ave thoae littis creeld conldna frcom Lhe weest. [mose small
can.ons or auttcers were 2bhout a ha.f mile deep end wer ™ t£teep to
cliwls.  The grizzly hecsded scvth across Nocrtn Fork of cKest
Creok and (he men flicued hime As Be climbes Lowa. i the top
of che'gtide N[ill, ‘Chzes RiddL: made the Zirst direct hilUEEIsE<
tiné him right behind the ears on the back of hie rrﬁ”- Trnis
knocked hin down and he rolled and timpbled down the h:llside
zhout two hundred Zeoot,

“That's it," thnay eaid, "Wﬁ got him." Put the cl1d fellow
was only stunned and in a little time he got up and taok cff
the hill heading scuih across Fcrest Creek.

The men chased him ags £ast az they cowld and corizirued
firing at him as beszst they could. Cne bullet hit hom in the
flank and it rangec uvoward jnito his vital ports. Tnis r°ally
started his dovnfall. He began to show signs of weak=nirg, but
he st1ll had plenty ~f jo. They follow=2a him another four or
five miles over a roiiing, ricdgy ccuntry. By this tim2 he ha“d
beczme sick and had lain down under a cedar tree. The —en, three
of them, Chliess and Clell Piddle and Rube Jolley, rode right up
to him. They did not see him. All of a sudden the b=zar charged
after thewr. He ran right into Mr. Jolley's horse, civing out 2
terrible, mad growl. As they chased him, he rushed them several
times. Py now they were just about out of cartridges so they
gent Clell to town for more ammunition and to get mcre helo.
Ma~ntime, poor old Clubfoct lav dnwn again under a bushy cedar
tree. He Gida't havz lif: encugh to ¢o% up, £0 they got ve
closer to him. As bhe seemed to be dying, tney overcens cheir
fear. They had only two cartridges for a 30-30 gun, and they
fired both of these at his head between his eyes. Neither
bullet broke through his skull. Now, all fear gone, they
pelted the old fellow in the nhecad with big rocks. They made a
signal fire so thc¢ men coming from town could loca‘e them.

Young Riddle lcd fifteen other men out to the place where
the old grissly had lain and diecd. These men h2lped to skin him.
They estimated his weight to be from 1,200 to 1,800 pounds.

Bis hide, vhen off, had thirteen bullet holes in it, byt there
was not one hole in his head. Theyv also discovered that half
of one €front foot was gone. It was the track made by this stub
foot that had earned him the nickname "Clubfoot." =Sach man
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INTIIY eTASEg

DEPARTYLL 51 05T JMTERTION
Cir T oma W LY fe Syl oee

COX O 7 T pert 5ol e aal wildlife
ashinaton 25, . .

Mr. nmbroze Shurtz
175 North 7 FEast
frvingville, iush

Doy Mr., Shurts:

Yo o recont lattor Lo the Twni'hsonian Inctitution ~~reerning the
Toh Pear cpezimen hha heopn cefopped ca &1 nffic . Ve are
Plensed to lesen <0 vour intorest in this specimenn ard hoppy to
Lo sowslinng tncetT 20 of the circumslances of its capture,

The rrecimen in our oollection is merecly the skull, I¢ was
rocaived on Mareh i, 1516, and catalogued as No. 222034, rur
rneeee andicate that 1t was an ol acul® male, collecuad by J.M.
7

0% e on the Savier Kational For 2€t, Cteh., 7Tt is in‘eeg a very
lar=> specimon and 2 ctainly cane frem a grizzly (or cilver-tin)

Ler.  The greatest length of ke <knll ie 15 and cne guarter
Incres. Thaie 15 reo evidence on thie skull of bullet wounds.
Ceriainly thie i3 & Tutiy adult henr, but judging frer fhe srount
©rovcar on the chect ookl we deopot fec) that it is rearly arc
Cro A5 the €0 to () :=rg which {02 suggest. We hove po prrcoise
Vi UL auing sfvch once inens 2o this, but we would fe=l that zr age
c” zbout 20 years mi .t be reszenokle. Tha cheek te«th are rot
creally worn, certiin.y not to the jaw. The inciscrs zand carires
ia the frent of the ncuth nave bean worn considerably more. Several
cf them are shattered near the tip and this appears to be an imury
suffered from a sever:c vlow, or possibly damage to the teeth after
ti.e skull wzs cleaned un. Bears frequently have accescory and ab-
normal tecth, usvally representing rudimentary premolars, This
specimen hacd two such <mall nubbins in the lcwer jJaw ard four in
the unper, r~re of vhich was warn dam 1o the jaw line, as though
L0 £agatiPs a Trap.
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Tlie above is about the only information which we can deduce from
trie cpecimen and we hepe that it will be helpful to o, We will
bz most interestec in reeing a copy of the article You prepose
wien it is published, ’

Yours sincerely,

Richard H. Manville
Director, Bird and Manmal}
Lahoratories

Branch of Wildlife Research
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