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'Provoan Reminisces About Mammoth
Grizzly Bear Killed Near Antimony

(Egltor's note: J. W. Hum- Jol at that moment Riddle hit
resides at ™9 E. 50 N, - -

Provp. Stll spry al the age 90
Icp: tnol.h hiz own and hf:nel‘:::
bor's walks free of snow during
the recent storm) be Is a retired
forest ranger and forest
supervisor. His reminlscence of
the killlng of a mammoth grizzly
bear near Antimony (o 1916 are
contained In what he calls &
hear story.” It follows.)

By J. W, HUMPHREY

In July 1915, I was transferred
from the LaSal Forest with
headquarters in Moab, to the old
%evler l.:[?l:?ttfum the D!Hel:

orest. dq"nm
were in Panguitch. In the middle
of March in 1916 1 read in
Deseret News & report of
\illing of a huge grimly
near Antimony, knowm
Coyote. The item mentioned
the bear weighed a ton.
n{mebearwusomusunlﬂﬂtl

dirsction, causing it 10-abandon
the chase of Jélley, and start for
Riddle,
Light Calibre
They were ysing rifles of light
calibre, and djd not seem to be
able o kill the bear, so they sent

for more ammunition. This
proved to be upnecessary as
man had scarcely got starled
when it was hitin a vital spot and
was dead, When the man got
back from the store, the skinning
Job was almost finished. Four
ather men had returned with the
man from the store, S0
were seven men in the party.
One of the men with a long
bladed knife, cut & strip of fat
across the back for each
member of the party.
estimated there was about 60
pounds of fat, laken by them.
Later Mrs. Riddle salvag

decided to drive over there more than 150 pounds of ren-
learn the facts. So accompanled dered oil from the carcas which
she used in making home made

th soap.
Published Paper
At our office In Panguitch we
got out a small mimeographed
paper which we called the
Savier Ranger.” It contained

Ess

drove over to the lite town,
made up mostly of seattered
ranches, a small store, & schoal,
and church.

Huge Hide —
Wed.ruqul
home of Sil ~Here we saw
the -bear hide hanging length-
wmqnhism-rx!fenee, the skin t
touching the ground on both
sides of the fence. There were at
le_.nsltwool.l‘nr ranchers besides
Sil Riddle present, and they soon
let us know that they thought the
newspaper report was no
eration as to the size of the

i

not dead but had all the meat
the top of the shoulders,
of the back torn off and
devoured, The bear, still hungry,
had found a horse that one of the
ranchers had killed because it

foot hills above the ranches. It
was a large workharse, and the
bear had eatén all the meat off
the hind quarters of the dead
animal, estimated to be at least
200 pounds of meal, The bear !
had then gone up into some |
pinyon pines, where It lay |
sunning jtself

the bear {rom a different

one of the men back lo Lhe store
and

They this bear

ed Denver

of interest In Forest wark
Niferen! [Labged

mmmtﬂ

{tems
fram the ¢

When Lhe copy reached
Washington, 8 Dr. Griffiths,
reading the bear story, wrote

asked us to ship him the

the skull of the bear, this was done

and he (rankly admitied that the
skull was the largest he had ever
seen. He also mentloned that the
bear could have been between 50
to 60 years old. I checked my
enchopedh and found that

there Grizzly bears had been known to

have attained a welght of as
much 8s 1400 pounds and &
lensmnlnine!eetfrmuulipu{
uunuaulnulelsﬂ.'rhe}ddenf
of this besr was
shipped to Denver to be
and mounted in a rug.
le in turn sent it to
Por to do the mounting.
Both Denver and portland
that it was the largest
bear hide they had ever come
across. It is barely possible that
the rug may still be found in
some home in Antimony. That is
the story. Draw your own con-
clusions.
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